
 
 
September 12, 2019 
 
Dear Sixth Grade Parents, 
 
I hope you're all doing well.  It has been delightful getting to know your children, and I’m 
excited for all the great things in store for this school year.  There is a lot to our 
Boomerang newsletter this week, but this letter will provide you a chance to familiarize 
yourself with the format of our newsletters, get some general back to school tips, and 
see what our class has been up to these first few weeks. These will become more 
concise as we progress into our school year routine.  
 
Homeroom Updates: 
 
One of my goals this year is for your children to leave our classroom as well rounded, 
caring, and thoughtful individuals.  Throughout the year I will introduce 
character-building skills / traits to the class for reflection, discussion, and life application 
as part of our sixth grade Second Step Program. We will have our first lesson on growth 
mindset, tomorrow. Students with a growth mindset about their intelligence achieve 
more in school. Having a growth mindset helps students persevere when work is hard, 
seek out new approaches and strategies, and work harder rather than give up when 
schoolwork gets difficult. I will keep you up to date with our Second Step Program 
lessons and hope you continue the conversations at home!  
This week we also started full classroom rotations.  It's a perfect week for us to have 
responsible as our PBIS (positive behavior intervention/support) skill, students 
continue to work on being responsible for their materials and using our study tools, such 
as their planner and homework folder, consistently.  Please continue to reinforce the 
use of these tools at home to ensure a strong start to their sixth grade year. 
 
 

● Magazine Sale:  Holy Rosary's first fundraiser of the year has kicked off.  The 
Magazine Drive raises over $120,000 for HRS!  Please consider participating. 
Additional details at: https://holyrosaryws.org/give/magazine-drive/ 
-Did you know Holy Rosary has been the TOP SELLING SCHOOL IN THE 
NATION for over 5 years?  Yes, we have!  Let's keep our record going. 
Sell/renew magazines now: https://holyrosaryws.org/give/magazine-drive/ 
-Who will be the Top Selling class to earn a Movie and Treat Party in the School 
Hall?   

https://holyrosaryws.org/give/magazine-drive/
https://holyrosaryws.org/give/magazine-drive/


 
● WestFest is next weekend!  Students may wear their WestFest t-shirts or fall 

colors free dress next Friday for our ½ day of school.  
 

● Picture Day- September 17th. Flyers to order pictures were sent home, or use 
this link to order online with our school ID# LS119030Q0. Students may wear 
free dress on picture day. The office is looking for two volunteers to help shuttle 
the kids from their classrooms to the School Hall. If you can help, please contact 
the main office, office@holyrosaryws.org. Thank you. 
 

● Order milk online-  here for your student for the entire school year. Milk cost is 
$25 per student, with the option of 1% white milk all week, or 1% white milk 
Monday-Wednesday with 2% chocolate milk available on Thursday and Friday. 
Your FACTS account will be billed for your selection. 

 
 
 
Curriculum Updates: 
 
 
Math (Mrs. H): We completed our first full week of math, and the kids are back into the 
swing of things!  Our first chapter introduces the language of algebra, and many 
students have recognized that we are reviewing some of the concepts we introduced 
last year.  Next Thursday will be our first test after two days of review.  On Friday, the 
students will log into ALEKS and start their Initial Knowledge Check.  More about 
ALEKS in the boomerang next week.  It's been fun getting to work with this group again 
and see their enthusiasm for learning and their desire to challenge themselves. 
 
Math (Mrs. C): We are off to a great start learning about ratios and rates. We will have 
our first check in tomorrow, Friday, September 13th. Each Math chapter is about 5-8 
lessons long. Expect a “check-in in the middle of each chapter. These check-ins are to 
be sure students are understanding the foundation of each chapter before we continue 
onto the more complex lessons. Our first ALEKS check is coming up in a week and a 
half, September 25th. Students will get their ALEKS passwords tomorrow after the 
check-in and have 20-30 to start their ALEKS minutes. They will need to finish 2 hours 
for each ALEKS check.  
 
Math (Ms. S):  This past week we began Chapter 1,focusing on rates and ratios. 
Students learned how to solve problems for Greatest Common Factor (GCF) and Least 
Common Multiple (LCM).  Students then used this base knowledge in order to write 
ratios as fractions in simplest form and to convert rates into unit rates. Students will take 
their initial knowledge check for ALEKS, our online differentiated math program, next 
week.  ALEKS will then create an individualized learning path for each student to follow 
throughout the school year.  No ALEKS will be due next week, or the following.  
 

https://my.lifetouch.com/mylifetouch/#/
https://my.lifetouch.com/mylifetouch/#/
https://holyrosaryws.org/milkorder/


 
Language Arts:  We have had a great start to ELA. Today we started our Name Unit. 
Over the next few weeks, students will compare and contrast short stories, analyze 
poems and informational text, have a chance to research their name, write a poem 
about their name, and finally write an essay about their name. This is one of my favorite 
units students will do this year! I look forward to learning more about your child through 
this unit.  
We also started our first vocabulary unit this week. Each unit will usually take 2 weeks. I 
am giving students an extra few days for this first unit to be sure they understand all the 
different ways to study for vocabulary tests. Every brain works differently so I will 
introduce different activities with vocabulary so your child can figure out what works best 
for them.  
 
  
Social Studies: This week students completed a Geo-Challenge with questions about 
the map of the world and a map of Mesopotamia. They worked in partners to complete 
the 8 Geo-Challenge questions. Then we went over the questions in class and they 
received the correct answers and wrote them on their maps. They also received a 
handout with the answers on the two maps and a blank handout of the maps so they 
can practice. 

The quiz will be on Wednesday 9/18. Students should be able to match the correct 
location on a word bank to the correct location on the Map of the World and the map of 
Mesopotamia. 

 
We also began Chapter 4, The Rise of the Sumerian City-States. In this chapter 
students will participate in an experiential exercise where they listen to four problems 
the people of Mesopotamia faced. They will then try to solve these problems in small 
groups. Then they will learn what really happened in Mesopotamia and how did people 
solve these four problems. In chapter 4, students will: 

▪ Identify how the physical setting contributed to the development of city-states in 
Mesopotamia. 

▪ Describe the development of agriculture techniques-such as irrigation systems 
and other factors that led to the emergence of city-states in Mesopotamia 

▪ List the key features of a Sumerian city-state 
 
Science: Students have made multisensory observations of sealed black boxes in an 
effort to determine what is inside.Students worked in small groups to develop 
conceptual and physical models of the same black box. Students used these models to 
explain what was in their black boxes. The class will take a short quiz based on these 
experiences and notes they have taken next Wednesday (9/19). 
 

Religion: We will continue to discuss about Sacred Scripture. 6th graders will continue 
to learn about the books of the Old Testament. They will be able to organize the Old 



Testament books into sections: Pentateuch, Historical Book, Prophetic Books and the 
Wisdom Books. They will have Books of the Bible test on Sept. 26, 2019. 
 
 
Calendar Updates: 
 

● September 15th – Pancake Breakfast after 8:30 and 10:30 Mass 
● September 17th – Picture Day 
● September 20th – Noon Dismissal 
● September 20th-21st – Westfest 
● October 9th – Parents’ Club meeting 
● October 11th – No School – Teacher Retreat (BASE open for registered 

students) 
● April 30-May 1st- Miracle Ranch!- (ONE NIGHT SLEEPAWAY TRIP) 

 
 

That's all for now, but please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 
 
Best, 
 
Mrs. Chiodo 


