
January 16th, 2020 
 
Dear 6th Grade Parents, 

What a crazy week we have had. I am very proud of the students for trying their 
best to stay on task, keep their excitement to a minimum, and keeping up with their 
studies during this very busy time. You could help us in reminding them to be sure to 
socialize at appropriate times and be sure to respect whoever has the floor during class 
discussions. 
 
Homeroom Updates: 

● A Note From The Members of St. Vincent de Paul: 
 Just a note to thank you along with your students and their parents for the 
impressive number (268) of Lunches of Love that your students delivered to the 
food room on December 19.  It was great  for students to see where the lunches 
are stored and watch as the empty shelves became full again because of their 
efforts. 
 
Thank you also for the extra items that were included in that delivery.  Some 
students expressed concern that those items might "go to waste".Please assure 
them that the extras were taken to the West Seattle Food Bank  where they have 
a Backpack program for kids who need food during week-ends and holidays. 
The food bank was pleased and grateful for this donation. 
 
We just wanted all of you to know that all your efforts are noticed and 
appreciated. 
 
God bless all of you. 
The Members of St. Vincent de Paul 
Holy Rosary Conference 

 
● Catholic Schools Week: THANK YOU so much to those of you who have 

signed up to contribute to the gift baskets. We still need a few more items to 
make these baskets amazing. Incase you didn’t see last week, as a 6th grade 
class, we were assigned to show our gratitude to our local Catholic Schools 
during Catholic Schools Week. We will be delivering baskets full of goodies!  We 
are in need of 4 parent volunteers to either walk or drive students to local schools 
to deliver goody baskets on the morning of January 28th for Catholic Schools 
Week. Also, we need volunteers to bring in items for the baskets. Please sign up 
to either drive or bring in items here: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0B4DACAD2CABFE3-catholic1 

 
● CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK BOOKMARK COMPETITION 



This year Holy Rosary is hosting a competition to see who can design the best bookmark for 
Catholic Schools Week (CSW).  The winning bookmark design will be reproduced and sold at 
our CSW Grandparent’s luncheon and all proceeds will go to benefit our Uganda mission. 
There will be an honorable mention announced from grades K-2, 3-4, 5-6, and 7-8. 
This is an optional competition, not mandatory.   
Requirements:   

● Design a bookmark in the rectangle template on your entry form. (These were sent 
home, but extras can be found in the front office.) 

● The design should be something that highlights Catholic Schools Week or Holy Rosary.  
● Art work should be completed with care and appropriate for school. 
● Only one entry per student allowed.  
● Any 2D art medium may be used (crayon, markers, colored pencil, etc.) Please no 

computer generated images or 3D materials (glitter, glued items, etc.) 
● Words and numbers may be included in the design, however please do not put your 

name anywhere on the bookmark. 
● Do not use copyrighted characters 

Deadline:  Turn in your whole entry form intact (do NOT cut out bookmark).  Be sure to 
submit your entry to the front office by the morning of Wednesday, January 22nd.  

● Catholic Schools Week Art Showcase 

Do you love making art?  This is your chance to share your passion and gifts for art with our 
community.  We are showcasing original art from Holy Rosary students during Catholic Schools 
Week, January 26th through February 1st.  This showcase gives students the opportunity to 
share their artistic talents and appreciate the talents of their peers. 
Requirements:  This is an optional showcase, not mandatory.  1-2 pieces of art (2-D) made by 
you outside of school.  Artwork must be completed with care, be appropriate for school and able 
to hang on a wall.  (Depending on space, 1-2 pieces per student will be displayed). 
Deadline: Wednesday, January 22nd to the front office with full name and class on the back. 

 

 
Curriculum Updates: 
  
Math (Mrs. C):   We are a little over half way through our chapter on Expressions and students 
are doing well. Tonights HW may be a little tough but rest assured we will be doing this lesson 
again on Tuesday to be sure they fully understand. Please remind your child to keep up with 
their ALEKS. There is a check Wednesday, January 22nd.  
 
Math (Mrs.H): We will complete our 6th chapter on Friday with the percents test.  Next week, 
we will move into some algebraic thinking with a chapter on expressions.  We will do lots of 
really fun math stuff, like the Distributive Property, simplifying algebraic expressions, and 
adding, subtracting, and factoring linear expressions.  This is usually a fun challenge for the 
kids.  
 



Math (Ms. S):  Our delays and snow day have delayed the start of Chapter 6: Expressions. We 
began the first lesson, powers and exponents, today. We will continue to tackle the first half of 
the Chapter next week, expecting a Check-In on 6.1-6.4 as early as next Friday. One hour of 
Aleks is due 1/24, time frame is from 1/6-1/24 (three weeks, so it should be a guaranteed 100% 
completion).  
 
Science: Students will begin a unit in Life Science. Students will learn about the features of 
water and land biomes. Students will first discover the features of major land biomes: Desert, 
Temperate Deciduous Forest, Tropical Rain Forest, Tundra, and Taiga. They will complete a 
booklet in class to compare the features of each biome. 
 
 
Social Studies: On Monday (1/6), I handed out the rubric and informational packet for the 
pyramid project. I explained the project in detail and students had a chance to ask any 
questions they had. I told them if they have a question later please come and ask me any time! 
Please have your child show you the rubric. I also put the rubric on Google classroom. (The 
packet will not be placed on Google classroom.) This project is due on Friday, January 24 th. 
  
We have been working hard on Chapter 8, Four Egyptian Pharaohs. Students have been taking 
notes in class and learning about 4 famous sites on our journey down the Nile River.  
Students will be able to: 

§  Identify the three major periods of ancient Egyptian history. Old Kingdom, Middle 
Kingdom, and New Kingdom. 
§  Explain the major accomplishments of four Egyptian Pharaohs, including Hatshepsut 
and Ramses the Great. 
§  Write a personal letter describing the accomplishments of these pharaohs and 
important information about the monuments they built. The test for this Chapter will be 
on 1/28. The study guide will go out one week prior to the test. 

 
 
ELA: We are well into The Giver and it has been amazing to hear all the “I wonders?” 
We have had an “Evening of Feelings” in class and also learned how elders are treated 
in different cultures. This last activity really sparked some interest and many students 
have volunteered to research more countries/cultures to find out how elders are treated. 
Students will be reporting on their country on Thursday January 23rd. (This is not a 
mandatory report. Only students who want to research another country will report and 
earn gator gold.)  
 
As a reminder about this Giver unit….. I told each class to expect a quiz about every 5-6 
chapters. Students will be tested on both vocabulary and comprehension in separate 
tests (usually on different days). It is important for students to stay up to date with their 
reading and comprehension questions in order to do well with this unit. ***Students who 
do not finish comprehension questions by the due date will be asked to go in the hall to 



finish and will miss class discussion until they are finished.*** Missing class discussion 
means missing valuable conversation about the book and possible answers to the tests.  
**Please note: All vocabulary will be studied ONLY from Quizlet. I will post the link to 
each set of vocabulary on Google Classroom and my homework page. Most students 
have an account already but if they do not have an account they may need to use an 
adults email address to set up an account.  
 
Religion: This week 6th graders will learn about the Ten Commandments. Students will 
discover how God's Commandments call us to faithfulness, give us laws by God's 
sacred agreement with us, and help strengthen our relationship with God and others.  
 
IMPORTANT DATES 

● January 20th – No School, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
● January 26th - Start of Catholic Schools Week  
● January 29th - Grandparents/Special Friends  
● February 7th – Kindergarten Testing – no school for kindergarten 
● February 8th – Crab Dinner (6pm) 
● February 14th – Noon Dismissal 
● February 17th – Presidents Day – no school 
● February 18th – Mid-Winter Break – no school 
● April 30-May 1st - Miracle Ranch! (ONE NIGHT SLEEPAWAY TRIP)  

 
Best Wishes, 
 
Mrs. Chiodo 


